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Reply to Letter to the Editor: “Is a Single 
Nitroglycerin Study Sufficient to Say that It Is 
Safe Not to Give Nitroglycerin Before Radial 
Intervention?”

To the Editor,

We appreciate the interest shown by the authors1 in our article titled “Impact of 
Nitroglycerin Injection on Radial Artery Outcomes in Distal Transradial Access” 
published in Anatol J Cardiol 2025; 29(3): 139144,2 and we thank them for their 
thoughtful comments and valuable questions. 

Regarding the first question concerning the troponin values presented in Table 1, we 
appreciate the opportunity to clarify this point. As noted, the study cohort included 
both elective and emergency cases, and the troponin values reflect the laboratory 
findings at the time of each patient’s presentation. The upper reference limit for 
troponin in our institution is 4 ng/mL. Elevated troponin levels were predominantly 
observed in patients who underwent urgent or emergency procedures. 

We agree that indicating the normal reference range in the table would have 
provided additional clarity. Addressing the second comment, we recognize the 
relevance of nitroglycerin not being administered uniformly across the study pop-
ulation. Since our study was retrospective, the decision to administer nitroglycerin 
was left to the discretion of the operator. Although the prophylactic use of intra-
arterial nitroglycerin is supported, its use in practice can be influenced by various 
factors, including clinical judgment, patient-specific contraindications (increased 
intracranial pressure, severe anemia, right-sided myocardial infarction, or nitro-
glycerin hypersensitivity), or differing institutional protocols.3,4 Regarding the 
third question, although we collected lipid profile data for a subset of patients, no 
statistical analysis was performed to assess their impact on the study outcomes, 
as our study was specifically designed to investigate the effect of nitroglycerin 
administration on radial artery outcomes. Moreover, radial artery diameter was 
not systematically measured in our center at the time of the study. We recognize 
the clinical importance of these parameters and suggest that future prospective 
studies should explore their impact.
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