
To the Editor,

We kindly thank the author(s) for their constructive comments, and we were sat-
isfied by their attention to our manuscript titled, “Interleukin-6 level is an inde-
pendent predictor of right ventricular systolic dysfunction in patients hospitalized 
with COVID-19” printed in the August issue of The Anatolian Journal of Cardiology 
(1).

As we mentioned in the “Methods” section, patients with severe or critical illness-
es were not included in the study. Only those with mild or moderate illness were 
included owing to the study design. Therefore, we did not create a subgrouping 
of patients on the basis of severity of COVID-19. Second, the author(s) are correct 
about the impact of hydroxychloroquine on cardiac function. It has been known 
for a long time that hydroxychloroquine exposure can lead to development of 
cardiotoxicity. Therefore, hydroxychloroquine may have an effect on RV systolic 
function. However, as the usage of hydroxychloroquine in comparative analyses 
was statistically similar, and the use of hydroxychloroquine in the univariate anal-
yses was not statistically significant; we did not include it in the multivariate anal-
yses, and its effect was not investigated in this study population. Finally, in our 
manuscript, we investigated IL-6 instead of IL-16 which is affected by intestinal 
parasitic infestation. However, IL-6 is rapidly synthesized locally by macrophages 
and is a pro-inflammatory cytokine with a triggering effect in the early stages of 
inflammation and immune response (2).

REFERENCES

1. Erdoğan M, Kaya Kalem A, Öztürk S, Erdöl MA, Kayaaslan B, Özbebek YE, et al. Inter-
leukin-6 level is an independent predictor of right ventricular systolic dysfunction in pa-
tients hospitalized with COVID-19. Anatol J Cardiol 2021; 25: 555-64. [Crossref]

2. Tanaka T, Narazaki M, Kishimoto T. IL-6 in inflammation, immunity, and disease. Cold 
Spring Harb Perspect Biol 2014; 6: a016295. [Crossref]

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
REPLY

Reply to letter to the editor: “Interleukin-6 
level, right ventricular systolic dysfunction, and 
coronavirus disease 2019”

Copyright@Author(s) - Available online at anatoljcardiol.com.
Content of this journal is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International License.

Official journal of the

THE ANATOLIAN
JOURNAL OF
CARDIOLOGY

Mehmet Erdoğan*,1 

Ayşe Kaya Kalem** 

Selçuk Öztürk2 

Mehmet Akif Erdöl1 

Bircan Kayaaslan** 

Yunus Emre Özbebek* 

Rahmet Güner** 

Departments of *Cardiology, and 
**Infectious Disease and Clinical 
Microbiology, Faculty of Medicine, Ankara 
Yildirim Beyazit University; Ankara-Turkey
1Department of Cardiology, Ministry of 
Health, Ankara City Hospital; Ankara-
Turkey
2Department of Cardiology, Faculty 
of Medicine, Yozgat Bozok University; 
Yozgat-Turkey

Corresponding Author: 
Mehmet Erdoğan  
 mhmterdogan@windowslive.com 

Cite this article as: Erdoğan M, 
Kaya Kalem A, Öztürk S, Erdöl MA, 
Kayaaslan B, Özbebek YE, et al. Reply 
to letter to the editor: “Interleukin-6 
level, right ventricular systolic 
dysfunction, and coronavirus disease 
2019”. Anatol J Cardiol 2022; 26: 152.

DOI: 10.5152/AnatolJCardiol.2022.L2

152

https://doi.org/10.5152/AnatolJCardiol.2021.24946
https://doi.org/10.1101/cshperspect.a016295
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-2747-3823
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-4759-0066
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-3426-1212
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-2721-440X
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-2502-3810
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-4556-9693
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1029-1185

