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The editors of the American Heart Journal regret to inform
our readers that a paper published in our Journal (Patel H,
Rosengren A, Ekman I. Symptoms in acute coronary syn-
dromes: Does sex make a difference? Am Heart J 2004; 148: 27-
33), has been found to contain considerable material (text and
tables) taken from another published manuscript (DeVon HA,
Zerwic JJ. Symptoms of acute coronary syndromes: are there
gender differences? A review of the literature. Heart & Lung
2002; 31: 235-45). The manuscript in the American Heart
Journal neither cited the DeVon manuscript nor asked its pub-
lisher and authors for permission to reuse their data. 

In the opinion of the editors, this violates both the copyright
of the publishers of Heart & Lung and the ethical standard that
researchers take credit for only their own work and give cred-
it to others for theirs. 

We regret that this incident occurred, and we assure our
readers that appropriate steps have been taken at the authors'
institution to assure that it will not recur. In addition, those
authors may not submit or resubmit a manuscript to the
American Heart Journal for the next year. 

““RReepprriinntteedd ffrroomm AAmmeerriiccaann HHeeaarrtt JJoouurrnnaall ,, VVooll 114499,, CCaalliiffff
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